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WELCOME

• POLICY CONTEXT

• GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS

• ADMISSIBILITY AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

• SELECTION PROCESS

• HOW TO APPLY?

• Q&A



AIM: TACKLE THE STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES FACING THE NEWS MEDIA SECTORS

• STRUCTURED DIALOGUE (INCL. EUROPEAN NEWS MEDIA FORUM)
• BETTER ACCESS TO FINANCE, THROUGH LOANS AND EQUITY (THROUGH INVESTEU)
• GRANTS FOR NEWS MEDIA COLLABORATION & ORGANISATIONS THAT SUPPORT PLURALISM (MAINLY THROUGH

JOURNALISM PARTNERSHIPS WITHIN CREATIVE EUROPE)
• GRANTS FOR INNOVATION IN HORIZON EUROPE, DIGITAL EUROPE (E.G. THE MEDIA DATA SPACE)
• NEW GRANTS THROUGH PILOT PROJECTS & PREPARATORY ACTIONS

• STUDIES/REPORTS (E.G. THE EUROPEAN MEDIA OUTLOOK, MAPPING PUBLIC FINANCING OF NEWS)

MORE INFORMATION ON THE NEWS INITIATIVE: HTTPS://EUROPA.EU/!JUN6CN

THE NEWS INITIATIVE



• CREATIVE EUROPE CALL TO SUPPORT MEDIA LITERACY PROJECTS (DEADLINE 7 MARCH 2024. TWO-YEAR PROJECTS
STARTING END-2024. MAX €500K PER PROJECT REPRESENTING MAX 70% OF COSTS. TOTAL BUDGET €2 MILLION. SEE
RECORDINGS OF THE INFO SESSION OF 4 DECEMBER 2023)

• PREPARATORY ACTION: CALL TO SUPPORT CROSS-BORDER YOUTH MEDIA PROJECTS (DEADLINE 29 JANUARY 2024. 14-
MONTH PROJECTS STARTING IN AUTUMN 2024. MAX €3.2 MILLION PER PROJECT REPRESENTING MAX 80% OF COSTS. 
TOTAL BUDGET: €9 MILLION)

• ALSO INTERESTING: DG REGIO CALL TO COVER COHESION POLICY (DEADLINE 9 JAN 2024. ONE-YEAR PROJECTS
STARTING END-2024. MAX €300K PER PROJECT REPRESENTING 80% OF COSTS. TOTAL BUDGET: €7 MILLION). 

• ALL GRANTS GUARANTEE EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE

• STAY TUNED FOR ALL NEWS MEDIA UPDATES FROM DG CNECT VIA HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/MEDIAEU

OTHER FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



CALL INFORMATION
SELECTION PROCESS, TIMELINE, ADMISSIBILITY-ELIGIBILITY-AWARD CRITERIA



COLLABORATIONS

FOSTERING CROSS-BORDER COLLABORATION
AMONG NEWS MEDIA

• ADDRESS THE STRUCTURAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL
CHANGES FACED BY THE MEDIA SECTOR

• DEVELOP COLLABORATIVE TRANSFORMATION, 
FROM A BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGICAL AND/OR
CONTENT POINT OF VIEW.

PLURALISM
ENCOURAGING MEDIA PLURALISM

THIRD PARTY SUPPORT

• FOR ORGANISATIONS OFFERING GRANTS AND
TRAININGS TO NEWS MEDIA OF PARTICULAR
RELEVANCE TO DEMOCRACY AND CIVIC
PARTICIPATION

CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-COLLABORATIONS   
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CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-COLLABORATIONS   
ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

BETTER REVENUE AND MONETISATION MODELS

NEW APPROACHES TO AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY-BUILDING AND MARKETING

DEVELOPMENT OF COMMON PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL STANDARDS

NEW TYPES OF NEWSROOMS

SYNDICATION NETWORKS OR OTHER MODELS TO EXCHANGE CONTENT/DATA BETWEEN NEWS MEDIA ACROSS THE EU 

PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO SMALL MEDIA ORGANISATIONS



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM
EXPECTED IMPACT
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CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM
ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 1/3

ONLY FUNDING SCHEMES ALLOWED
• LOCAL AND REGIONAL MEDIA

• INDEPENDENT AND INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

• ORGANISATIONS DELIVERING PUBLIC INTEREST NEWS/PUBLIC SERVICE JOURNALISM

(OPTIONAL) ACCOMPANYING ACTIVITIES:
• DEVELOPMENT OF DEONTOLOGICAL AND GOVERNANCE STANDARDS

• BUDGETARY READINESS

• DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERIA AND INDICATORS FRAMING THEIR SUPPORT

• REPOSITORIES OF KNOWLEDGE

• LEGAL ADVICE

• TRAININGS

FUNDING SCHEMES ARE MANDATORY - ACCOMPANYING ACTIVITIES ARE OPTIONAL!



INNOVATIONS IN EDITORIAL PRODUCTION (E.G. FORMATS, CONTENT), COVERAGE AND REVENUE MODELS

THE IMPROVEMENT OF DISTRIBUTION AND DISSEMINATION OF NEWS

THE DEVELOPMENT AND ENGAGEMENT OF AUDIENCES AND COMMUNITY-BUILDING STRATEGIES

THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNICAL TOOLS APPLYING TO THE ABOVE TOPICS

TRAINING ON THE ABOVE TOPICS

CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM
ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 2/3

WHAT SHOULD THE FUNDING SCHEMES SUPPORT?



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM
ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 3/3

RESPECT WIDELY ACCEPTED PROFESSIONAL MEDIA STANDARDS

MAJORITY OF THE BUDGET USED BY ORGANISATIONS WITHIN THE EU

MUST PROVIDE SUPPORT IN MINIMUM 4 EU COUNTRIES.

CONSIDERING THE NEEDS OF SMALLER NEWSROOMS, AREAS OF LOW PROVISION OF
CERTAIN NEWS OR AREAS WHERE MEDIA PLURALISM IS STRAINED, IS ENCOURAGED. 



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-COLLABORATIONS

DEADLINE: 14 FEBRUARY 2024, 17:00 CET
ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: F&T PORTAL

• TOPIC BUDGET: EUR 6 000 000     CO-FUNDING RATE : 80%

• MAXIMUM GRANT AMOUNT: EUR 2 000 000 PER PROJECT

• PROJECT DURATION: 24 MONTHS (AS FROM START DATE IN GA)



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-COLLABORATIONS
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

A CONSORTIUM COMPOSED OF AT 
LEAST  THREE APPLICANTS

FROM A MINIMUM OF
THREE DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 

PARTICIPATING IN THE CREATIVE 
EUROPE PROGRAMME

THE 
PROJECT COORDINATOR

WILL SUBMIT THE APPLICATION
ON BEHALF OF ALL PARTNERS

NATURAL PERSONS 
ARE NOT ELIGIBLE

EXCEPT FOR 
SELF-EMPLOYED PERSONS 

OR EQUIVALENT (SOLE TRADERS)
IF THE COMPANY DOES NOT POSSESS 

LEGAL PERSONALITY SEPARATE 
FROM THAT OF THE NATURAL 

PERSON

NATURAL PERSONS CANNOT ASSUME
THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR

CONSORTIA MAY INCLUDE NON-
PROFIT, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

MEDIA OUTLETS (INCL. 
WRITTEN/ONLINE PRESS, 

RADIO/PODCASTS, TV, ETC) 

AS WELL AS OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS FOCUSING ON 

NEWS MEDIA (INCL. MEDIA 
ASSOCIATIONS, NGOS, 

JOURNALISTIC FUNDS AND 
TRAINING ORGANISATIONS 

FOCUSING ON MEDIA 
PROFESSIONALS, ETC).



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM

DEADLINE: 14 FEBRUARY 2024, 17:00 CET
ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: F&T PORTAL

• TOPIC BUDGET: EUR 5 000 000     CO-FUNDING RATE : 90%

• MAXIMUM GRANT AMOUNT: EUR 3 000 000 PER PROJECT

• PROJECT DURATION: 24 MONTHS (AS FROM START DATE IN GA)



CREA-CROSS-2024-JOURPART-PLURALISM
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

SINGLE APPLICANTS OR A 
CONSORTIUM OF AT LEAST TWO 

APPLICANTS ARE ALLOWED

FROM COUNTRIES 
PARTICIPATING IN THE CREATIVE 

EUROPE PROGRAMME

(IF APPLICABLE)THE 
PROJECT COORDINATOR

WILL SUBMIT THE APPLICATION
ON BEHALF OF ALL PARTNERS

NATURAL PERSONS 
ARE NOT ELIGIBLE

EXCEPT FOR 
SELF-EMPLOYED PERSONS 

OR EQUIVALENT (SOLE TRADERS)
IF THE COMPANY DOES NOT POSSESS 

LEGAL PERSONALITY SEPARATE 
FROM THAT OF THE NATURAL 

PERSON

NATURAL PERSONS CANNOT ASSUME
THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR

‒ MEDIA ASSOCIATIONS
‒ NON-GOVERNMENT 

ORGANISATIONS 
‒ NON-PROFIT 

ORGANISATIONS
‒ CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATIONS
‒ PUBLIC AUTHORITIES
‒ INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS
‒ UNIVERSITIES
‒ FOUNDATIONS

APPLICANTS ACTIVE IN THE NEWS MEDIA 
SECTOR, INCLUDING:

‒ RESEARCH 
CENTRES

‒ JOURNALISTIC 
FUNDS AND 
TRAINING 
ORGANISATIONS 
FOCUSING ON 
MEDIA 
PROFESSIONALS

‒ PROFITMAKING 
ENTITIES

‒ ETC…



• PERSONNEL COSTS [EMPLOYEES, NATURAL PERSONS UNDER DIRECT CONTRACT, SECONDED PERSONS, 
AND SME OWNERS AND NATURAL PERSONS BENEFICIARIES]

• SUBCONTRACTING COSTS (BEYOND 30% OF THE TOTAL ELIGIBLE COSTS MUST BE JUSTIFIED IN THE
APPLICATION)

• PURCHASE COSTS [TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE (ACTUAL OR UNIT COSTS), EQUIPMENT, OTHER GOODS, 
WORKS AND SERVICES]

• SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES (GRANTS TOWARDS ORGANISATIONS THAT ARE NOT PART OF THE
CONSORTIUM BASED ON AN OPEN CALL)- MAXIMUM EUR 60,000 PER GRANT

• INDIRECT COSTS (7% FLAT RATE)

COST ELIGIBILITY



FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES IS ALLOWED UNDER THIS CALL, UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

• THE CALLS MUST BE OPEN, PUBLISHED WIDELY AND CONFORM TO EU STANDARDS CONCERNING TRANSPARENCY, EQUAL

TREATMENT, CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND CONFIDENTIALITY

• THE CALLS MUST REMAIN OPEN FOR AT LEAST TWO MONTHS

• THE OUTCOME OF THE CALL MUST BE PUBLISHED ON THE PARTICIPANTS’ WEBSITES, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF THE

SELECTED PROJECTS, AWARD DATES, PROJECT DURATIONS, AND FINAL RECIPIENT LEGAL NAMES AND COUNTRIES

• THE CALLS MUST HAVE A CLEAR EUROPEAN DIMENSION

• APPLICATIONS MUST BE ASSESSED BY A DIVERSE AND INDEPENDENT JURY

• THE MAXIMUM GRANT IS EUR 60000 PER BENEFICIARY

• THE CO-FINANCING CANNOT BE ASKED FROM THE BENEFICIARIES, PROJECT PARTNERS HAVE TO COVER IT

SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES (TOPICS 1 AND 2)



• TIMELINE

o DEADLINE: 14 FEBRUARY 2024, 17:00:00 CET 

o EVALUATION: FEBRUARY - JUNE 2024 (INDICATIVE)

o INFORMATION ON EVALUATION RESULTS: AUGUST 2024 (INDICATIVE)

o GA SIGNATURE: NOVEMBER 2024 (INDICATIVE)

• EVALUATION COMMITTEE (ASSISTED BY INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL EXPERTS) WILL ASSESS ALL APPLICATIONS

• PROPOSALS PASSING ADMISSIBILITY AND ELIGIBILITY CHECK PROCEED TO EVALUATION BASED ON AWARD

CRITERIA

• ALL PROPOSALS WILL BE INFORMED ABOUT THE EVALUATION RESULT (EVALUATION RESULT LETTER)

• SUCCESSFUL PROPOSALS WILL BE INVITED FOR GRANT PREPARATION (GAP), 
THE OTHER ONES WILL BE PUT ON THE RESERVE LIST OR REJECTED

EVALUATION TIMELINE



• ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: F&T PORTAL

• BEFORE THE DEADLINE: 14 FEBRUARY 2024, 17:00:00 CET

• MUST BE COMPLETE:

• APPLICATION FORM PART A (FILLED IN ONLINE, ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
APPLICANT ORGANISATIONS AND THE SUMMARISED BUDGET FOR THE PROPOSAL)

• APPLICATION FORM PART B (DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION WITH MANDATORY WPS, FROM
WORD TEMPLATE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AND TO UPLOADED AS PDF FILE, MAX 70 PAGES!)

• APPLICATION FORM PART C (KPI) (FILLED IN ONLINE)

• DECLARATION ON STANDARDS AND INDEPENDENCE (TO BE UPLOADED FOR EACH PARTNER)

ADMISSIBILITY



AWARD CRITERIA

QUALITY OF THE ACTIVITIES
(35 PTS)

THE RELEVANCE OF THE PROJECT AND THE PROPOSED
ACTIVITIES VIS-À-VIS THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL AND
TARGETED PROJECTS, INCLUDING ITS EUROPEAN
DIMENSION, THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES AND
LANGUAGES COVERED

THE RELEVANCE AND INNOVATION OF THE PROPOSED
ACTIVITIES VIS-À-VIS THE NEEDS ANALYSIS OF THE CHOSEN
(SUB)SECTOR, MAPPING OF ALREADY EXISTING INITIATIVES
AND EXPECTED RESULTS

ADEQUACY OF THE STRATEGIES TO ENSURE GENDER
BALANCE, INCLUSION, DIVERSITY AND
REPRESENTATIVENESS, EITHER IN THE PROJECT OR IN THE
WAY OF MANAGING THE ACTIVITY

20

10

5

10

10

15

RELEVANCE
(35 PTS)

ADEQUACY OF THE PROPOSED METHODOLOGIES TO
REACH THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL, INCLUDING
METHODS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE PROPOSAL

CLARITY OF MECHANISMS TO ENSURE IMPARTIALITY AND
EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT USE OF FINANCIAL
RESOURCES



AWARD CRITERIA

DISSEMINATION
(20 PTS)

QUALITY OF THE STRATEGIES TO BUILD AND/OR
EXCHANGE KNOWLEDGE AND ENSURE SUSTAINABLE
TRANSFERABILITY OF ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS
AMONG AS MANY STAKEHOLDERS AS POSSIBLE.

THE IMPACT AT LOCAL, REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL
AND/OR EUROPEAN LEVELS, BEYOND THOSE
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT AND BEYOND
THE PROJECT’S LIFETIME

THE COMPOSITION AND EXPERIENCE OF THE TEAM, THE
EFFICIENCY AND CLARITY OF WORK PACKAGES AND KEY
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPI’S), ALLOCATION OF
RESPONSIBILITIES AND CORRESPONDING BUDGETS, THE QUALITY
OF THE PROPOSED COORDINATION MECHANISMS, QUALITY
CONTROL SYSTEMS AND ARRANGEMENTS TO MANAGE RISKS

10

10

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
(10 PTS)



SCORING SYSTEM

70%

MINIMUM THRESHOLD FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT OF 
THE AWARD CRITERIA

70/100 PTS
PROPOSALS SCORING LOWER WILL BE REJECTED

PASSING THE MINIMUM THRESHOLD OF 70 POINTS DOES
NOT GUARANTEE SELECTION. 
ONLY THE HIGHEST RANKING PROPOSALS WILL BE FUNDED
WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE AVAILABLE BUDGET!



APPLYING TO THE CALL



apply 
here
apply 
here

WHERE TO APPLY? 
THE FUNDING AND TENDERS OPPORTUNITIES PORTAL









IF YOUR ENTITY IS NOT YET VALIDATED, PLEASE SEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuNl478WEtU





OBLIGATORY FOR EACH PROJECT PARTNER



PART A 1/3



PART A  2/3

BUDGET

COLUMNS K AND S SHOULD BE EQUAL (BALANCED)



• BUDGET MUST BE BALANCED (COST/INCOME)

• VOLUNTEER COSTS ARE NOT APPLICABLE

• FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES

• IS ALLOWED IN TOPIC 1 ‘COLLABORATIONS’

• IS MANDATORY IN TOPIC 2  ‘PLURALISM’ 

• SEE CALL DOCUMENT FOR SPECIFICS. MAKE SURE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION IS
PRESENT IN THE PROPOSAL AND IS COHERENT!

PART A 3/3 

FINAL INFORMATION



• WORD DOCUMENT
(UPLOAD AS PDF; CHECK
PAGE LIMIT WARNING)

• DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF
PROJECT FOR EVALUATION

• FILL OUT USING THE
CORRECT QUESTIONS
BASED ON THE
ACTION/CALL IN
QUESTION!

PART B 1/5



QUESTION 5.2:
WORK PACKAGES
MINIMUM THREE  (THOSE MENTIONED IN THE CALL), 
LIMIT THEIR NUMBER

MILESTONES – NOT APPLICABLE FOR THIS CALL

DELIVERABLES
• TO BE USED TO SHOW PROJECT PROGRESS - WILL NEED TO BE UPLOADED IN

THE PORTAL DURING PROJECT LIFETIME
• ALWAYS INDICATE A DUE DATE AND LINKED TO A SPECIFIC WORK PACKAGE
• DELIVERABLES MUST REFER TO A SPECIFIC MONTH, NOT A RANGE OF

MONTHS

MILESTONES & DELIVERABLES (OUTPUTS/OUTCOMES)

PART B 2/5– KEY POINTS
WORK PACKAGE 1 – PROJECT MANAGEMENT

(MANDATORY)

WORK PACKAGE 2  – ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED

(AT LEAST ONE IS MANDATORY)

WORK PACKAGE (X, Y, Z) – ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED

(MORE CAN BE ADDED IF NECESSARY)

WORK PACKAGE (3 OR..) – FOLLOW-UP AND DISSEMINATION

(MANDATORY). THIS SHOULD BE THE LAST WP

EACH WP HAS AN ESTIMATED BUDGET
EACH WP HAS AT LEAST ONE DELIVERABLE

WP1 BUDGET + WP2 BUDGET + …  = TOTAL COSTS PROVIDED IN PART A 



• DISSEMINATION LEVEL SHOULD ONLY BE PU (PUBLIC) OR SEN (SENSITIVE)

• DUE DATE MUST CORRESPOND TO THE MONTH NUMBER IN THE PROJECT’S DURATION, NOT TO A CALENDAR MONTH. FOR
EXAMPLE, M2 MEANS THE DELIVERABLE IS DUE IN MONTH 2 AFTER THE PROJECT HAS STARTED.

• AVOID CLUSTERING DUE DATES NEAR THE END OF THE PROJECT

PART B 3/5 -DELIVERABLES



PART B 4/5 – KEY POINTS



PART B 5/5 – KEY POINTS

= ONE BUDGET BREAKDOWN PER WORK PACKAGE, LISTING COSTS PER PARTNER ORGANISATION



PART C  1/3



PART C  2/3



PART C  3/3



DON’T FORGET!
• READ CAREFULLY THE CALL DOCUMENT

• GET SUPPORT

o IT HELPDESK FOR FORGOTTEN PASSWORDS, ACCESS RIGHTS AND
ROLES, TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS, ETC.  
EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@EC.EUROPA.EU

OR +32 2 29 92222
o ONLINE MANUAL FOR APPLYING VIA FUNDING & TENDER

PORTAL

o ANNOTATED MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT

o EACEA-CREATIVE-EUROPE-JOURNALISM-
PARTNERSHIPS@EC.EUROPA.EU
FOR NON-IT RELATED QUESTIONS > SEE FAQS FOR ANSWERS!

• CHECK THE COMPLETENESS OF YOUR PROPOSAL BEFORE SUBMISSION

• DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL AT THE LAST MOMENT!



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU
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