
Creative Europe MEDIA
Call CREA-MEDIA-2021-FEST

Info Session 15/07/2021
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• Available budget: 9 M EUR 

• Timeline:

Deadline: 24/08/2021 @ 17.00.00 CET

Evaluation: September - November 2021 

Information on evaluation results: December 2021 

GA signature: January/February 2022 



WHAT IS NEW/SPECIFIC
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• Multiannual support of 2 years (1 deadline not event date related)

• Duration: 24 months (extensions are possible, if duly justified through an 
amendment) 

• Starting period of eligibility: 01/01/21 (if duly justified)

• Amount is allocated for two years => financial stability check => applicants must 
have stable and sufficient resources 

• Lump sum (see Calculator Annex)

• Mono-beneficiary (v. consortium)

NEW



NEW EMPHASIS

AUDIENCE CLUSTER

• European festivals programming a significant proportion of non-
national European works and aiming at activities targeted to expand 
and renew audiences. 

• Special attention will be given to applications presenting adequate 
strategies to ensure more sustainable and more environmentally-
respectful industry and to ensure gender balance, inclusion, diversity 
and representativeness. 

NEW



ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA - Who can apply?

Eligible European audiovisual festival: 

• programming European films and audiovisual works that are being 
screened to wide audiences including general public as well as 
accredited international audiovisual professionals and press; 

• having a clear curation, regulation and selection procedure; 

• taking place over a specific period of time, in a prior defined city; 

• having a clear curation, regulation and selection procedure



ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

• 50% of the programming must be devoted to non-national films 
and audiovisual works from countries participating to the MEDIA 
strand and

• presenting a geographical diverse coverage of at least 15 of these 
countries including low capacity ones; 

• having had at least three editions that took place by end of 
December 2020 



ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES - European audiovisual 
festivals which: 

• demonstrate strong efficiency in audience development (especially 
towards young audiences) by implementing activities before, during or 
after the event such as: year-long activities and/or decentralisation to 
other cities (with smaller partner festivals nationally and/or cross-border) 
and/or any efficient outreach activities towards non-core film festival 
audience;

• demonstrate a commitment to innovative actions especially in the areas of 
audience outreach and development using the latest digital technologies 
and tools such as social media and online activities in order to create a 
permanent community;

• amplify innovative approaches beyond their traditional events expanding 
their reach (for instance cross-platform programmes etc.);



ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES - European audiovisual 
festivals which:
• organise initiatives for film literacy (for example film education) in 

close cooperation with schools and other institutions throughout the 
year;

• focus on European films in general and particularly films from 
countries with a low audiovisual production capacity;

• place strong emphasis on non-national European programming and 
geographic diversity of non-national European programming;

• develop collaboration and partnerships with other European film 
festivals across borders to increase resource efficiency including 
subtitling/dubbing, online viewing platforms etc.



- Support the recovery of festivals screening a significant proportion of 
non-national European films and audiovisual works; 

- Increase the impact of European audio-visual festivals aiming to 
reinforce promotion, distribution and circulation of non-national 
European films and audiovisual works to growing audiences across 
Europe; 

- Foster exchange of knowledge and best-practice models for cooperation 
among festivals through coordinated/collaborative activities targeted to 
expand and renew audiences; 

- Harness the digital transition 

EXPECTED IMPACT



• Consistency of the activities towards the audience, taking into account the 
applicant’s definition of existing/potential audience (10 points) 

• Efficiency of the festival’s outreach mechanisms including online activities, the 
use of the latest digital technologies and tools such as social media (10 points) 

• Effectiveness of the film education initiatives, including actions for young 
audiences (10 points) 

• Adequacy of the strategies presented to ensure more sustainable and more 
environmentally-respectful industry (5 points) 

• Adequacy of the strategies to ensure gender balance, inclusion, diversity and 
representativeness, either in the project/content or in the way of managing 
the activity (5 points). 

AWARD CRITERIA – RELEVANCE (40 Points)



• The quality and impact of actions put in place towards collaboration and 
partnerships with other European film festivals across borders (20 
points) 

• The European dimension and the festival’s strategy to put forward/ 
highlight the programming devoted to European non-national films and 
the programming originating from countries with low audiovisual 
production capacity (10 points) 

• The geographic diversity and the festival’s strategy to extend the number 
of eligible countries represented (5 points). 

AWARD CRITERIA
Quality of content and activities (35 points)



• The festival’s organisation structure and the relevance of 
the distribution of the roles and responsibilities of the 
team in the activities described in the application

AWARD CRITERIA 
Project management (5 points)



• The size of the audience taking into account the overall size of the 
festival and the potential audiences (10 points) 

• The level of participation of the professional community, 
partnerships with other festivals, the efficiency of the mechanisms 
facilitating commercial or alternative circulation of the featured 
European films and the use of digital technologies (5 points) 

• The efficiency and quality of the actions implemented to promote 
the programming and the European talents during and beyond the 
event (5 points)

AWARD CRITERIA – Dissemination (20 points)



QUALITY THRESHOLD

70/100 PTS
70%

FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT OF THE AWARD CRITERIA



WORK PACKAGES AND DELIVERABLES
- Work packages -> project activities must be organised as follows: 

• WP 1 – Festival edition and programming year 1 -> 1 lump sum 

• WP 2 – Festival edition and programming year 2 -> 1 lump sum 

- Deliverables -> Festival programming and report on year-long activities (yearly activity 
plan)

COSTS INCURRED MAY BE CONSIDERED ELIGIBLE AS OF 1 JANUARY 2021, EVEN IF THEY WERE IMPLEMENTED 
AND INCURRED BEFORE THE DATE OF SUBMISSIONOF THE ACTIVITY PLAN AND ESTIMATED BUDGET. 

GRANTS SHALL NOT BE AWARDED RETROACTIVELY FOR ACTIONS ALREADY COMPLETED.

E.g. Festival main event was in May 21

WP 1 start could be March 21 to February 22 - WP2 could be from March 22 to February 23

NEW



FINANCIAL MODALITIES

• Requested amount = 1 lump sum per WP X 2(WP year 1 + WP year 2)

• Pre-financing 50% (1 lump sum)

• Payment of the balance: at the end of the project (1 lump sum)

• Information to be provided on WP1

• Lump sum calculator -> 2 grids

- Short film festivals

- Other festivals (Other festivals include animation, documentary, global 
and youth)



Where can I find the MEDIA call?
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/crea2027

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/crea2027








UNDERSTANDING THE 

MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE E-FORM

A

TECHNICALITIES

PART

B
PART

C
PART



E-FORM IN SUBMISSION SYSTEM





Fill in all parts of the 

proposal: 

A Administrative Form 

(to fill in online) 

Edit Proposal

C General 

information 
(to fill in online) 

Description of Action (download word/upload .pdf)



MANDATORY ANNEXES TO THE APPLICATION
Supporting documents

1) Calculator Annex for lump sums (1 lump sum per WP)



MANDATORY ANNEXES TO THE APPLICATION

2) Statistics to be provided in Annex ‘Info on Non-national 
Programming’ 



What You Need to Know about Completing the 
Form 

• Who Can Fill in the administrative form part A of the proposal? 

The Main Contact is the only person that can complete the form and all 
other administrative details. 



28

Edit proposal – part B

Structure reflects 
the award criteria 
used by experts to 
evaluate the 
proposal



• To complete the application, plan activities in detail well in advance

Deliverables: major project outputs which are submitted to show project progress (any format) 
MANDATORY: at least 1 per WP

1. Festival programming/catalogue 

2. Report on year-long activities (yearly activity plan)

3. Website link

Milestones: OPTIONAL control points in the project that help to chart progress – you may leave the 
field empty or milestones could be:

1. 100% of the festival programming finalised for Work Package 1

2. 100% of the festival programming finalised for Work Package 2

Edit proposal – part B
NEW
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After submission, your proposal is sent to the EU services for evaluation

SUBMIT PROPOSAL



Tips and tricks

Get familiar with:

• the submission Wizard 

• the electronic Form

• the templates to be filled in (part B, annexes, part C…) and the required information

• Submit proposals well in advance before call closure.

• You can resubmit your proposal if needed until the closure of the call.

• Once the Call is closed, the last submitted version will be the one being evaluated.

TIPS & TRICKS



• The breach of certain limitations, such as 
document size limits, will result in failure 
to upload.

• As a result you will need to amend the 
documents and upload them again. 

• If you exceed the page number limit, 
when applicable, you will still be able to 
upload the document but all of the excess 
pages will contain just a watermark as 
content. 

Tips and tricks/2TIPS & TRICKS



TIPS

• Page limit = 70 pages together with first page of the Application form

• Pay attention to the instructions in green as sometimes it does not 
concern the action European Festivals (explanation starting with 
“n/a”)

• Delete the instructions not relevant to the action European Festivals 

• No need to fill the “Estimated budget” in the application form

• With regards the Annex on EU NN programming, when converting it 
in PDF, please make sure to select the relevant conversion option “fit 
worksheet to a single page”
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Evaluation starts. After the finalisation of the evaluation, applicants will receive the Evaluation 
Result Letter 

You will find and download your Evaluation Result Letter in my project area

Notifications will be sent by email to the coordinator’s contact persons listed in the proposal

Successful applicants start Grant 
Agreement Preparation in 
Grant Management system

What’s next 
after submission?What’s next after submission?



Support
IT, FAQ and rulesSupport IT, FAQ and rules
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