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https://ecconf.webex.com/ecconf/j.php?MTID=m09fc41e4f65fc8549b5baa0b7473f2cf

https://ecconf.webex.com/ecconf/j.php?MTID=m09fc41e4f65fc8549b5baa0b7473f2cf


WELCOME

• THE NEWS INITIATIVE

• CALL FOR PROPOSALS – OBJECTIVES AND ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

• ADMISSIBILITY AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

• TIMELINE AND SELECTION PROCESS

• HOW TO APPLY?

• Q&A



AIM: TACKLE THE STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES FACING THE NEWS MEDIA SECTORS

• EUROPEAN MEDIA FREEDOM ACT - STRUCTURED DIALOGUE (INCL. EUROPEAN NEWS MEDIA FORUM)

• MEDIA OWNERSHIP MONITORING SYSTEM - COUNTRY-BASED DATABASE OF MEDIA OWNERSHIP

• MEDIA PLURALISM MONITOR - IDENTIFYING POTENTIAL RISKS TO MEDIA PLURALISM 

• MEDIA FREEDOM HUB - SUPPORT INDEPENDENT RUSSIAN AND BELARUSSIAN JOURNALISTS IN THE EU

• EUROPEAN FESTIVAL OF JOURNALISM AND MEDIA INFORMATION LITERACY 

• STUDIES/REPORTS (E.G. THE EUROPEAN MEDIA OUTLOOK, MAPPING PUBLIC FINANCING OF NEWS)

THE NEWS INITIATIVE

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/first-eu-rulebook-protect-media-independence-and-pluralism-enters-force
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/events/european-news-media-forum-safety-journalists-0
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/media-ownership-monitoring-system-0
https://cmpf.eui.eu/media-pluralism-monitor/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/european-union-media-freedom-hub
https://voicesfestival.eu/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/european-media-industry-outlook
https://op.europa.eu/s/zXWG


OTHER FUNDING FOR NEWS MEDIA - ALL GRANTS GUARANTEE EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE 

• CREATIVE EUROPE CALLS SUPPORTING COLLABORATION AND PLURALISM 

• CREATIVE EUROPE CALL TO SUPPORT MEDIA LITERACY PROJECTS 

• GRANTS FOR INNOVATION IN HORIZON EUROPE, DIGITAL EUROPE (E.G. THE MEDIA DATA SPACE -AWARDED)

• NEW GRANTS THROUGH PILOT PROJECTS & PREPARATORY ACTIONS

• BETTER ACCESS TO FINANCE, THROUGH LOANS AND EQUITY (THROUGH INVESTEU)

• DG REGIO CALL TO COVER COHESION POLICY (AWARDED)

MORE INFORMATION ON THE NEWS INITIATIVE: HTTPS://EUROPA.EU/!JUN6CN  

THE NEWS INITIATIVE

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/funding-news-media-sector#1720701186864-0
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-JOURPART-COLLABORATIONS?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=jourpart&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-JOURPART-PLURALISM?keywords=jourpart&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MEDIALITERACY?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=medialiteracy&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/digital-2022-cloud-ai-03-ds-media;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=data%20space;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/imreg-2023-infome?programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=44773133
https://europa.eu/!JUn6cN


CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP
MEDIA FREEDOM RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM



• DESIGN  AND  MANAGE  A  EUROPE-WIDE  RAPID  RESPONSE  MECHANISM  TO  SUPPORT  MEDIA FREEDOM  AND  
JOURNALISTS'  SAFETY,  COVERING  

• ALL  EU  MEMBER  STATES 

• COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE CREATIVE EUROPE PROGRAMME

• CANDIDATE COUNTRIES

• PROVIDE  LEGAL  AND  PRACTICAL  SUPPORT  TO  JOURNALISTS  AND  OTHER  MEDIA  PRACTITIONERS  IN NEED

• ORGANISE ADVOCACY MISSIONS TO LOCATIONS WHERE JOURNALISTS ARE UNDER THREAT

• MONITOR  THE  STATE  OF  MEDIA  FREEDOM  IN  THE  EU  MEMBER  STATES  AND  CANDIDATE COUNTRIES

• ORGANISE  AWARENESS RAISING CAMPAIGNS IN THE FIELD OF MEDIA FREEDOM AND SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS 

• ENSURE COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES

• MONITOR AND EVALUATE THE ACTION 

 

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP
ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE FUNDED - OBJECTIVES



• COOPERATION PROJECTS

• CONFERENCES, SEMINARS

• TRAINING ACTIVITIES

• AWARENESS AND DISSEMINATION ACTIONS

• NETWORKS, EXCHANGES OF GOOD PRACTICES

• DIGITAL TOOLS

• STUDIES, ANALYSES, MAPPING PROJECTS

• LEGAL AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT TO JOURNALISTS

• ADVOCACY MISSIONS TOWARDS ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES WHEN NECESSARY

• FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP
ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE FUNDED - TYPES



• PERSONNEL COSTS [EMPLOYEES, NATURAL PERSONS UNDER DIRECT CONTRACT, SECONDED PERSONS, 
AND SME OWNERS AND NATURAL PERSONS BENEFICIARIES]

• SUBCONTRACTING COSTS (BEYOND 30% OF THE TOTAL ELIGIBLE COSTS MUST BE JUSTIFIED IN THE 
APPLICATION)

• PURCHASE COSTS [TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE (ACTUAL OR UNIT COSTS), EQUIPMENT, OTHER GOODS, 
WORKS AND SERVICES]

• SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES -MAXIMUM EUR 60,000 PER GRANT (SEE NEXT SLIDE)

• INDIRECT COSTS (7% FLAT RATE)

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP
COST ELIGIBILITY



THE APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE:
•  AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF THE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH A THIRD PARTY MAY RECEIVE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OUT OF THE 

FOLLOWING FIXED LIST:

o DIRECT SUPPORT TO JOURNALISTS FACING THREATS (SECURITY OR LEGAL EXPENSES); 

o AD HOC SUPPORT TO NGOS ACTIVE IN THE FIELD OF MEDIA FREEDOM AND SAFETY OF JOURNALISM.

• THE DEFINITION OF THE PERSONS OR CATEGORIES OF PERSONS WHICH MAY RECEIVE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OUT OF THE FOLLOWING 
CATEGORIES:

o JOURNALISTS AND MEDIA PRACTITIONERS (NATURAL PERSONS);

o NGOS.

• THE CRITERIA FOR AWARDING FINANCIAL SUPPORT

• THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT TO BE GRANTED TO EACH THIRD PARTY AND THE CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING IT

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP
FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES

MAXIMUM EUR 60,000 PER GRANT



CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP

DEADLINE: PLEASE SEE CALL PAGE

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: F&T PORTAL

• TOPIC BUDGET: EUR 3 000 000     CO-FUNDING RATE : 90%

• PROJECT DURATION: 24 MONTHS (AS FROM START DATE IN GA)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=RAPID%20RESPONSE&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=RAPID%20RESPONSE&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502


• ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION: F&T PORTAL

• BEFORE THE DEADLINE: SEE CALL PAGE

• MUST BE COMPLETE:

• APPLICATION FORM PART A (FILLED-IN ONLINE, ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
APPLICANT ORGANISATIONS AND THE SUMMARISED BUDGET FOR THE PROPOSAL)

• APPLICATION FORM PART B (DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION WITH MANDATORY WPS, FROM 
TEMPLATE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AND TO BE UPLOADED AS PDF FILE, MAX 70 PAGES!)

• APPLICATION FORM PART C (KPI) (FILLED-IN ONLINE)

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP 
ADMISSIBILITY 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search?keywords=jourpart&programmePart=
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=RAPID%20RESPONSE&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502


CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP 
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

A CONSORTIUM OF AT LEAST TWO 
APPLICANTS

FROM COUNTRIES 
PARTICIPATING IN THE CREATIVE 

EUROPE PROGRAMME

THE 
PROJECT COORDINATOR

WILL SUBMIT THE APPLICATION
ON BEHALF OF ALL PARTNERS

NATURAL PERSONS 
ARE NOT ELIGIBLE

EXCEPT FOR 
SELF-EMPLOYED PERSONS 

OR EQUIVALENT (SOLE TRADERS)
IF THE COMPANY DOES NOT POSSESS 

LEGAL PERSONALITY SEPARATE 
FROM THAT OF THE NATURAL PERSON

NATURAL PERSONS CANNOT ASSUME
THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR

‒ NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS 
(PUBLIC OR PRIVATE)

‒ INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
‒ UNIVERSITIES
‒ EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
‒ RESEARCH CENTRES 

APPLICANTS MAY INCLUDE



• DEADLINE: SEE CALL PAGE

• EVALUATION: JANUARY-APRIL 2025 (INDICATIVE)

• INFORMATION ON EVALUATION RESULTS: JULY 2025 
(INDICATIVE)

• GA SIGNATURE: OCTOBER 2025 (INDICATIVE)

CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP 
EVALUATION TIMELINE

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=RAPID%20RESPONSE&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502


CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP 
AWARD CRITERIA

QUALITY OF THE ACTIVITIES
(30 PTS)

THE EFFECTIVENESS AND RATIONALE OF THE PROPOSED 
METHODOLOGY AND ORGANISATION (INCLUDING THE 

TIMETABLE AND MONITORING)

THE RELEVANCE OF THE PROJECT AND THE 
CONTRIBUTION OF ITS EXPECTED RESULTS TO THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL, INCLUDING GEOGRAPHICAL 
COVERAGE (COVERAGE OF AS MANY ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES 
AS POSSIBLE). 

30 30

RELEVANCE
(30 PTS)

DISSEMINATION
(20 PTS)

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
(20 PTS)

20COST EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION, IN PARTICULAR 
THE RELEVANCE AND QUALITY OF THE MEANS OF 
IMPLEMENTATION AND THE RESOURCES DEPLOYED IN RELATION 
TO THE OBJECTIVES ENVISAGED. 

THE IMPACT AND DISSEMINATION OF THE EXPECTED RESULTS20



SCORING SYSTEM

70%

MINIMUM THRESHOLD FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT OF 
THE AWARD CRITERIA

70/100 POINTS
PROPOSALS SCORING LOWER WILL BE REJECTED

PASSING THE MINIMUM THRESHOLD OF 70 POINTS DOES
NOT GUARANTEE SELECTION. 
ONLY THE HIGHEST RANKING PROPOSAL WILL BE FUNDED
WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE AVAILABLE BUDGET!



APPLYING TO THE CALL



APPLY
HERE

WHERE TO APPLY? 
THE FUNDING AND TENDERS OPPORTUNITIES PORTAL

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/CREA-CROSS-2025-MFP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=RAPID%20RESPONSE&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502






QUESTIONS SENT TO THE FUNCTIONAL MAILBOX WILL BE 
ANSWERED ONLY VIA THE TOPIC Q&A. 
NO INDIVIDUAL ANSWERS WILL BE PROVIDED





IF YOUR ENTITY IS NOT YET VALIDATED, PLEASE SEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuNl478WEtU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuNl478WEtU




Fill in online



PART A 1/3



PART A  2/3

BUDGET

COLUMNS K AND S SHOULD BE EQUAL (BALANCED)

NB: VOLUNTEER COSTS ARE NOT APPLICABLE



• WORD DOCUMENT  
(UPLOAD AS PDF; CHECK 
PAGE LIMIT WARNING)

• DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF 
PROJECT FOR EVALUATION

• FILL OUT USING THE 
CORRECT QUESTIONS 
BASED ON THE 
ACTION/CALL IN 
QUESTION!

PART B 1/5



QUESTION 5.2:
WORK PACKAGES
MINIMUM THREE  (THOSE MENTIONED IN THE CALL), 
LIMIT THEIR NUMBER

MILESTONES – NOT APPLICABLE FOR THIS CALL

DELIVERABLES
• TO BE USED TO SHOW PROJECT PROGRESS - WILL NEED TO BE UPLOADED IN

THE PORTAL DURING PROJECT LIFETIME
• ALWAYS INDICATE A DUE DATE AND LINKED TO A SPECIFIC WORK PACKAGE
• DELIVERABLES MUST REFER TO A SPECIFIC MONTH, NOT A RANGE OF

MONTHS

MILESTONES & DELIVERABLES (OUTPUTS/OUTCOMES)

PART B 2/5– KEY POINTS
WORK PACKAGE 1 – PROJECT MANAGEMENT

   (MANDATORY)

WORK PACKAGE 2  – ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
  (AT LEAST ONE IS MANDATORY)

WORK PACKAGE  (X, Y, Z) – ACTIVITIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED

  (MORE CAN BE ADDED IF NECESSARY)

WORK PACKAGE (3 OR..) – FOLLOW-UP AND DISSEMINATION  
  (MANDATORY). THIS SHOULD BE THE LAST WP 

EACH WP HAS AN ESTIMATED BUDGET
EACH WP HAS AT LEAST ONE DELIVERABLE

WP1 BUDGET + WP2 BUDGET + …  = TOTAL COSTS PROVIDED IN PART A 



• DISSEMINATION LEVEL SHOULD ONLY BE PU (PUBLIC) OR SEN (SENSITIVE)

• DUE DATE MUST CORRESPOND TO THE MONTH NUMBER IN THE PROJECT’S DURATION, NOT TO A CALENDAR MONTH. FOR
EXAMPLE, M2 MEANS THE DELIVERABLE IS DUE IN MONTH 2 AFTER THE PROJECT HAS STARTED.

• AVOID CLUSTERING DUE DATES NEAR THE END OF THE PROJECT

PART B 3/5 -DELIVERABLES



PART B 4/5 – KEY POINTS



PART B 5/5 – KEY POINTS

= ONE BUDGET BREAKDOWN PER WORK PACKAGE, LISTING COSTS PER PARTNER ORGANISATION



PART C  1/3 FILL IN THE COUNTRIES WHERE THE ACTIVITIES WILL TAKE PLACE



PART C  2/3



PART C  3/3 



DON’T FORGET!
• READ CAREFULLY THE CALL DOCUMENT

• GET SUPPORT

o IT HELPDESK FOR FORGOTTEN PASSWORDS, ACCESS RIGHTS AND 
ROLES, TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS, ETC.  
EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@EC.EUROPA.EU

     OR +32 2 29 92222
o ONLINE MANUAL FOR APPLYING VIA FUNDING & TENDER PORTAL

o ANNOTATED MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT

o EACEA-CREATIVE-EUROPE-MEDIA-FREEDOM@EC.EUROPA.EU  
FOR NON-IT RELATED QUESTIONS > SEE TOPIC Q&A FOR ANSWERS!

• CHECK THE COMPLETENESS OF YOUR PROPOSAL BEFORE SUBMISSION

• DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL AT THE LAST MOMENT!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/wp-call/2025/call-fiche_crea-cross-2025-mfp_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
mailto:EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/it-manuals/user-manual_sep_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
mailto:EACEA-CREATIVE-EUROPE-MEDIA-FREEDOM@ec.europa.eu


QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU

© European Union 2024

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 
not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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